
Syllabus

Course: 12th Grade AP English Literature and Composition

Instructor: Ryan Berberian

Contact info: voicemail- 897-2154  email- rberberian@nusd.org

Brief Description of Course

This class is designed to accomplish two goals. The first being to teach you the college level writing process. This will be accomplished through writing workshop activities, both before submitting a draft, and after receiving feedback from myself on the draft. The focus of these activities will be to expand your writing vocabulary, experiment with different writing styles, maintain a logical organizational pattern, and to establish a consistent voice and tone in your writing. The second goal will be to prepare you for the AP exam. All students taking this course are strongly encouraged to take the exam.

This class will focus on the interpretation of literature. You will be asked to examine a work for its historical and social value. You will need to pay attention to such details as the structure, style and themes of the work as well as the authors use of figurative language, imagery, symbolism and tone.

This course will ask you to complete frequent writing assignments designed to help you develop as a writer. You will become aware of your own voice as a writer and how you can use this voice to convey meaningful insight about literature. Many of these assignments will be informal while others you will be expected to revise into polished final drafts. Both your fellow classmates and myself will be evaluating your writing at different stages of the process. The writing assignments will require you to write for exploration, explanation and evaluation.

A full description of the course, including its objectives and goals can be be found at the following link: http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/courses/descriptions/index.html
Classroom Policies 
Grading:

      Each semester consists of about 1000 pts. possible. Eighty percent of these points are earned through classwork/homework (typically 5-20 pts. per assign.), essays (usually 100 pts. per assign.), tests/quizzes (20-50 pts. per assign.), preparation/participation (at least 1 pt. possible per day), and misc. (presentations, projects, etc.). The remaining twenty percent is allocated to the final. 

 Behavior:

Any behavior that inhibits effective learning is inappropriate in the classroom.  As a result, the following activities will not be tolerated:  eating or drinking (except bottled water), chewing gum, sharpening pencils during class, wearing hats (this goes for boys as well as girls), grooming (combing hair, applying make-up, etc.), interrupting or bothering other students or the teacher, talking out of turn and/or fooling around.

 Homework and other Assignments:

All homework unless otherwise specified should be in blue or black ink to receive credit.  All final drafts of writing assignments will need to be word-processed.  Late work for homework will not be accepted unless the student has an excused absence for the entire day. For all major assignments (e.g. essays or projects), the grade will be NO HIGHER THAN A “C”(of course the score can certainly be lower). If the late essay is not turned in by the second day after the due date it will receive a zero.  Because long-term assignments are assigned long before the due date, they must be turned in on the due date even if the student is absent.   

 Absences and Tardies:

It is the student’s responsibility to check in to receive assignments from a day they were absent.  Unless an absence is unusually long, the student is expected to complete make-up work within a week (including tests).  Work that is not made up automatically becomes a zero after one week.  Long-term assignments must be turned in on the due date regardless of absence except in extenuating circumstances.  The student must discuss this situation with me before the due date if at all possible.

Tardiness is rude, disruptive, and unnecessary. The tardy policy is the same for all teachers and is posted in every classroom. Students should be aware that tardies directly affect a student’s grade in the course, with each tardy resulting in a loss of half a percentage point for their semester grade.

Materials:

1.   All students should preferably have a binder just for English.  At minimum students will need a section of a binder where notes, handouts, copy of the syllabus, and assignments can be kept.  A folder will not do.  I will be periodically checking these binders so it is to the student’s best interest to have it with him/her everyday.

2.   Students should also bring blue or black pens.  A pencil may be useful at times, but all written assignments will need to be in pen to receive credit.
Unit Information

The first week of school will provide some time for the class to discuss the summer reading. Including examining the “How to Say Nothing in 500 Words” essay. Evaluations of the students writing will focus the “nuts and bolts” (i.e. organization, transitions, and coherent voice)

Unit 1: Drama (5 weeks)

Content and/or Skills Taught:

Shakespeare, Hamlet
-Shakespearean drama and its connection to classical drama

-Study of tragedy

Wilde, The Importance of Being Earnest
-Study satire as a means of social criticism and how this can lead to change.

Major Assignments and/or Assessments:

Writing about drama:

-Students will write a formal analytic essay (3 pgs.) on one of the two plays in which the author’s writing style in connection with the theme of the work will be the focus. Feedback on this assignment will focus on students creating a balance between generalization and specific details.

-Students will write informal responses in class designed to get students to explore the text and to evaluate its artistry as well as its historical and cultural value.

Unit 2: Poetry (5 weeks)

Week 1: Introduction to poetry

Content and/or Skills Taught:

-The basics of poetry analysis

What is tone? Who is the speaker? What is the purpose?

Students will be asked to read poems aloud.

-Discussions will cover aspects such as sound, tone, speaker and purpose

-Additionally we will discuss research techniques in preparation for the student’s poetry research essay.

Weeks 2-5: Stylistic discussion (Diction, Language, Symbolism, Imagery, Structure and Rhythm)

Content and/or Skills Taught:

-Selections of poems will be chosen by such author’s as: William Shakespeare, Alfred Lord Tennyson, Wilfred Owen, Emily Dickinson, Langston Hughes, Thomas Hardy, William Blake, Robert Frost, Sylvia Plath, John Keats, Percy Bysshe Shelley and others
Major Assignments and/or Assessments:

-Students will conduct research focused on the examination of one poet’s body of work. Students will read a representative number of poems for their author and be asked to research both biographical information of the author as well as critical analysis of the author’s works. This research will culminate in an essay (5-6 pgs.) that provides a detailed literary analysis of the author’s works. There will be an emphasis on teaching and checking for student’s organization and exhaustive use of evidence (quotations) that has a clear connection to your overall argument. This will be accomplished through writing workshop activities as well as direct instruction.

-During this time students will also have several in-class essay writing assignments. Some of these assignments will be timed to simulate AP test conditions. Students as well as the instructor will provide feedback on these assignments.

Unit 3: Fiction- focusing on short fiction (5 weeks) end of first semester

Content and/or Skills Taught:

-We will begin with lecture and discussion on the basics of fiction.

-Students will examine theme, character, dialogue, plot, setting, point-of-view, and stylistic elements of fictional works.

-Readings will include: Dubliners, Heart of Darkness, and assorted short stories from the anthologies.

Major Assignments and/or Assessments:

-In-class essays will be given throughout the unit on the various works the students read. Again at least one of these will be a timed AP style essay.

-Students will complete a compare/contrast essay between the novella Heart of Darkness and the film Apocalypse Now (3-4 pgs). Students will be examining the use of similar themes in order to achieve different outcomes. Students will workshop drafts of essays in order to reinforce previously taught writing skills.

Unit 4: The Novel (13 weeks)

Content and/or Skills Taught:

-Students will learn about the origin of the novel

-We will build on the skills learned from the previous unit on short fiction and apply this to the reading of novels.

-Students will be reading the two assigned novels Pride and Prejudice or Tess of the D’Urbervilles and Brave New World. In addition the students will select a novel of their choice from a list of approved books.

Major Assignments and/or Assessments:

-Students will write a formal essay (3 pgs) in which they examine Austen’s use of satire to criticize the social values and constructs of her time. You will be required to submit more than one draft so that I can provide feedback designed to aid you in improving in all aspects of your writing.

-Students will create a multimedia presentation for Brave New World demonstrating their understanding of the use of propaganda to dictate social behavior.

-In-class essay on the independent reading novel will take the form of an AP style open question essay.

Unit 5: AP multiple choice/essay strategies (1-2 weeks)

Content and/or Skills Taught:

-Concentrated focus on some test-taking skills that will help with student’s performance on the test.

-Students will not only take some practice AP multiple choice tests but will be asked to create AP style questions themselves for others to take.

-Students will also prepare for the open question by reviewing a handful of the works they have read in the past four years.

Unit 6: Original works of fiction and non-fiction (4 weeks) post AP test

Content and/or Skills Taught:

-Students will take what they have learned about all the genres of literature they have studied and apply this to original works of their own.

Major Assignments and/or Assessments:

-Students will write original works of poetry, non-fiction essay, and short story. This work will be presented together as the summation assignment to end the school year.

Textbooks:

Author: Damrosch

Second Author: Dean, Leonard F.

Title: Adventures in English Literature: Grade 12 (Advent

Publisher: Holt Rinehart and Winston

Published Date: January 1985

Description: Used as source of "The Importance of Being Ernest" as well as various poetry selections.

Novels:
Shakespeare, William HAMLET  Folger Library edition

Austen, Jane PRIDE AND PREJUDICE  Perma-Bound Classics

Joyce, James DUBLINERS  Signet Classic edition

Huxley, Aldous BRAVE NEW WORLD  Perennial Classics

Conrad, Joseph HEART OF DARKNESS  Signet Classic

Hardy, Thomas TESS OF THE D’URBERVILLES 
Essay:
Roberts, Paul "How to Say Nothing in 500 Words"

Used in the beginning of the year to provide students with a blueprint for what makes good writing by pointing out often made mistakes and providing advice for how to avoid making them.


